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Note: The teaching of academic subjects to the children enrolled in a 
special school is recognized as a very difficult task. One of the reasons is 
that young children are rarely sent from home to a special training school 
if they can possibly get along in the regular school or in a special class, a 
division of the regular school. The criterion which usually decides, or at 
least influences this classification, is one of scholastic ability. 

In cities where child study clinics are maintained, the classification of 
children is determined by means of scientific tests, expertly applied, and it 
is only in systems where this service is not available that a more or less ten- 
tative classification is used and is reached by a process of elimination, some- 
what as follows: 

First, children who are slightly retarded in grasping the fundamentals 
of the strictly mental subjects but are functioning to grade in manual and 
physical activities and who are attentive in the classroom are usually con- 
tinued in the regular grade. 

Second, children who are much retarded mentally, slightly retarded 
manually, but up to grade in physical work, and are disinterested and more 
or less disturbing in the regular class are often classified for a special class. 

Third, children who are decidedly retarded mentally; slow in grasping 
the fundamentals of manual and physical work; inattentive and disturbing 
in the classroom, are the children who eventually find their classification in 
a special school. 

The Training School is representative of such a special school and in 
its Educational Department are enrolled approximately two hundred chil- 
dren who classify in this last group as children needing very special drill in 
reading, writing, spelling, and number work. 

Miss Wrenn’s description of her work with about seventy-two children, 
particularly as it is concerned with what she has pleased to call her “Joys 
and Sorrows,” is both interesting and illuminating. She describes many of 
the difficulties found in attempting to take children over a hard beaten-track, 
the way of the “Three R’s,” after the avenue to such track has been prac- 
tically closed because of the discouragement of many failures. Likewise, 
she presents a pleasing picture of the joy which a teacher experiences when 
she can actually see the fruition of her efforts in a child who is able to read 
for his own pleasure, and in many instances for the pleasure of others. 
Whilst some children may be disappointments to their teacher, others are 
real inspirations and worthy of the name of “Joys.”—A. M. N. 


As I work in my classroom and watch the daily progress 
of my children trying to master the “Three R’s,” I realize that 
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the some seventy-two children reporting to my six different 
classes might readily be divided into two groups, one group 
called “Joys” and the other “Sorrows.” Since it would be too 
long a story to attempt to describe all of these children, I shall 
limit the number to ten and shall tell you about five children 
in each group. 


My Joys 


Larry B—, who was born November 10, 1918, was admitted 
to The Training School October 12, 1928. By the Binet Measur- 
ing Scale he has a mental age of 10.3 years, and is one of my 
best pupils. He is always interested in whatever is going on 
in the classroom and wants to take an active part in every les- 
son. He likes to read and can do so from the higher grade 
school books and from our school magazines; in fact, he is able 
to read almost any of the literature in the English room. He 
has a wonderful memory, and is always the first boy in the 
class to memorize a recitation or the words of a song, and is not 
only willing but eager to take part in our special programs. 
He also possesses a sweet little singing voice which makes it de- 
sirable for him to take a leading part in little plays, which we 
use as one phase of our comprehension work. 

Larry takes pride in remembering his lessons, hence, he 
is a challenge to his classmates. As a reward for his commend- 
able efforts he has a larger vocabulary than the other children 
who are of the same mental age but who are less studious. He 
is interested in learning how to spell new words and thus has 
a spelling vocabulary in advance of the other boys in his class. 
In number work he is above the average grade of his class but 
it is not up to his reading grade. His writing is legible but in 
his determination to write smoothly he grasps his pencil with 
such force that his writing likewise is not up to the grade of his 
reading ability. In fact, this is true about every other phase 
of his school work—something interferes with his progress, 
making him one of the very retarded children in all of his other 
classes. 
For example, in the Woodwork class it seems impossible 
for him to keep track of his work until he has a neatly finished 
piece; something always happens to one or more pieces of a 
project which necessitates the re-making of these pieces until 
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his accomplishments in this class are very disappointing. He 
is not interested in the making of baskets, except when looking 
through books for new designs or when talking to the teacher 
about his work. When it comes to the actual doing of any 
handwork task he is careless and a day dreamer. In the Phy- 
sical Education class he is always slow in his responses and 
exercises must often be repeated because of his lack of atten- 
tion and this makes him unpopular with his classmates. He 
is unpopular both in these classes where his inferior ability is 
a handicap and equally so in the academic class where his su- 
perior ability makes him the subject of jealousy. 

In conclusion, it is my belief that Larry is only happy when 
he is reading or when engaged in doing something along the 
line of academic work; when so occupied his behavior is most 
commendable. Our records show that Larry’s conduct in his 
other classes and in his cottage is not always of the best. 
However, when he is given a book to read the picture changes 
completely. Larry is outstandingly a very special child chosen 
from my some seventy-two pupils. That he is a real joy and 
inspiration to me hardly needs to be stated. 

Willis L—, who was born January 15, 1915, was admitted 
to The Training School September 19, 1928. By the Binet 
Measuring Scale he has a mental age of 9.8 years. Should you 
observe Willis in his Physical Education class going through a 
calisthenic drill or when marching out of step and unable to 
change it, you would at once realize the inferior quality of his 
responses as compared with the other boys in his class, and you 
would also note his poor posture and lack of animation. If 
you were to go with him to the manual rooms you would observe 
a well-intentioned, hard working little boy but you would feel 
very sorry for him because of his lack of ability to keep up to 
the grade of his class. He is slow, clumsy and seems almost 
stupid in these classes, but if you were then to follow him to 
his academic class you would hardly believe that you were 
observing the same boy. There you would find him one of the 
brightest and most able boys in his class, where are enrolled 
the twelve brightest boys in school. 


He reads with ease and understanding, but not always with 
expression, practically any story selected from our children’s 
magazines, story books, and readers. He likes to write and his 
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penmanship ranks him as a splendid little writer. His papers 
are all neatly prepared and he is only satisfied when they are 
so. He is interested in learning to spell correctly and is also 
ipterested in geography, number work and the historical facts 
which are included in the daily lessons of our more advanced 
pupils. 

Willis has a very nice disposition and because of his slow- 
ness in some classes, and brilliancy, one might almost call it, 
in this particular class the boys often try to annoy him, but 
Willis never retaliates. He looks troubled but goes right on 
with his work, serene and outwardly undisturbed. On the play 
field he stands on the edge of things and looks on, often wearing 
his troubled expression which only changes when the bell rings 
calling him to return to the classroom. Here he finds his joy 
and pleasure, as I find mine in teaching him new lessons and in 
giving him the opportunity to express himself in terms of his 
own greatest happiness, reading, writing, and spelling. 

Clay S—, born July 4, 1915, was admitted to The Training 
School November 20, 1928. The Binet Measuring Scale gives 
him a mental test age of thirteen years. Clay is one of the few 
boys reporting to me who must be “handled with kid gloves,” 
as the saying goes. When he comes to my class and is in any 
way disturbed he will upset the entire class if he can possibly do 
so. He says exactly what he thinks about people and about 
things in general and he has no control over his “choice of words” 
which on some occasions have been quite naughty. On the oth- 
er hand Clay can be, and is, one of the most polite, lovable and 
hard working boys in the class when he desires to be so. He is 
able to read fluently from our school text books, magazines, and 
supplementary story books. He enjoys reading more than any- 
thing else and is capable of discussing an article after having 
read it through once, carefully. 

His penmanship is poor and cannot be compared with his 
reading ability but this is so because he does not like to write 
and, not being interested, he will not apply himself to the task 
of learning. He just acts as though he did not have sufficient 
energy to manipulate a pencil. I regret to acknowledge my fail- 
ures with him in this respect, knowing how capable he is and 
yet how exasperating he can be about such matters. It takes 
real patience and understanding; otherwise he would not be a 
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joy to a teacher. He is equally exasperating about learning to 
spell and about his number work lessons, and yet, is perfectly 
happy and usually well-behaved when he is reading silently or 
aloud to the class. Consequently he spends much of his time 
while in my room, reading and telling stories to the class or in 
explaining facts which he has read to me or to his classmates. 

_ His efforts and conduct in the other classrooms are erratic 
and from my talks with his other teachers I judge that he is 
at his best when he is with me and privileged to read. While 
I have recorded him as one of my “Joys” I should perhaps re- 
cord him as one of my “Joyful problems.” 

Patty B—, born April 11, 1913, was admitted to The 
Training School September 11, 1929. By the Binet Measuring 
Scale she has a mental test age of 7.7 years. Patty is one of 
my “Joys” because it is a pleasure to me to see any child enjoy 
reading and writing as much as she appears to. She is always 
happy when she is doing either and is able to do both very well. 
She is one of the few children in my classes who can write on 
unruled paper and keep the lines straight and margins of uni- 
form width. She selects the stories which she likes best to read 


and they are usually chosen from fourth, fifth, and sixth grade 
readers. 


Patty, it will be noted, has a surprisingly low Binet mental 
age to be functioning at her high academic level. Whereas, 
one might expect her to excel in handwork and physical exer- 
cises, she is the exception which proves the rule since she is 
very much retarded in these subjects and is also a very nervous 
child. She is, nevertheless, one of my bright and shining lights 
and in her enjoyment of poems and in her ability to copy them 
she is in advance of any other child in my classes. 

Joice D—, born June 2, 1918, was admitted to The Training 
School July 16, 1930. By the Binet Measuring Scale she has 
a mental test age of 8.3 years. Joice is one of the most inter- 
esting readers in all of my combined classes. She reads fluent- 
ly from sixth grade school books and from magazines and sup- 
plementary readers of like grade. She understands the stories 
read and can re-tell them to her classmates in a most interesting 
manner. Her writing is both neat and legible. Her spelling 
ability, while above average, is not quite up to her reading 
level; likewise, in solving simple number problems she shows 
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some ability but it is not comparable to her reading ability; in 
this subject her responses are those of a typically slow-minded 
child. Aside from her reading and writing abilities she is de- 
cidedly retarded in all of her other school work. A still greater 
handicap is her disposition which at times is very disagreeable 
and causes her to be unpopular with her classmates. “She is 
a poor sport,” they often say, and it is true because when things 
do not go to suit her she will pout and act sulky and in this 
frame of mind is a very disturbing influence in the classroom. 
Fortunately I discovered a secret that at such times reading 
aloud to the class is her one salvation. Since that time Joice 
has become a real “Joy” in my classroom and in the future if 
her teachers and caretakers will learn that while other girls 
find their pleasures in sewing, dancing, singing, etc., Joice finds 
her happiness in reading aloud. She reads with expression and 
fairly lives with her stories as she reads them, and there is a 
possibility that in time, instead of becoming a problem because 
of her disposition, by the use of her talent she may become a 
great joy to her cottage mother as she has become to me. 


My SoRROWwS 


Vernon L—, born September 26, 1916, was admitted to The 
Training School May 27, 1929. By the Binet Measuring Scale 
he has a mental age of nine years. He is a fine looking boy 
having a good physique and is always neat and clean in his 
personal appearance. In school he gets good reports from his 
teachers, indicative of the fact that he is getting along well in 
all his classes. In some he is rated as the leading boy in his 
class. This applies to his standing in the Manual, Physical 
Education, and Printing classes but not in academic work. Here 
he falls down absolutely, not because of any lack of interest, but 
because it seems impossible for him to grasp the fundamentals 
of reading. He has tried so hard to learn to read one page in 
a first reader without stumbling and without assistance but it 
just seems impossible for him to master the task; although 
there are always words which he can recognize, there are others 
that he cannot remember from one lesson to the next. 

He appreciates encouragement and comes in each day with 
a new determination and a fresh desire to learn and with equal 
determination I try to instil into his mind the knowledge with 
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which to accomplish the task but to date we seem to be about 
as far away from our goal as we were in the beginning. 

I feel very sorry for Vernon and do not understand why it is 
that he finds learning to read such an impossible attainment 
when he is able to do all of his other lessons so well. Even in 
number work, a more advanced subject, he is up to the grade of 
his class in his ability to solve oral problems. 

However, irrespective of his failure to meet my ambitions 
for him, Vernon is by no means a stupid boy and neither is he 
lacking in interest, for he is both interested and attentive in the 
classroom. He is also well-behaved and at the same time popu- 
lar with his classmates. So, after eliminating these reasons 
which might interfere with his success in my work, I have about 
reached the conclusion that the ability to read is an accom- 
plishment beyond his mental attainment and if I am correct in 
this decision then it is, indeed, a hopeless task which I am un- 
dertaking, and Vernon might better be spending his time in the 
other classes where his progress is a certainty. 

Lyle R—, born May 9, 1918, was admitted to The Training 
School January 22, 1929. By the Binet Measuring Scale he has 
a mental age of eight years. 

Lyle, notwithstanding his low reading score tries to be a 
leader in his class. This is because of his rather inflated ideas 
concerning his own importance and ability. 

For example, when he is asked to read, he selects such 
stories as “The Three Bears,” “The Gingerbread Boy,” and 
“Chicken Little,” all of which he has memorized. But when 
asked to read unfamiliar stories, containing practically the same 
words as found in the familiar stories, he is only able to pick 
out a few three letter words, “the,” “and,” “run,” etc., the 
words repeatedly emphasized in the primer. In fact, his read- 
ing level of ability is that of primer grade. 

His disposition is to attempt to do tasks far in advance of 
his real ability and to cover up his failures by telling jokes and 
by doing things to upset the routine of class procedure. By 
such means he is able to center the attention of the class upon 
himself, not because of his superior reading ability, but because 
their attention has been very artfully diverted from the lesson, 
finding in his jokes a greater attraction. 

Feeling that I have misled you into thinking that he is a 
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bad boy, I must explain that his misdemeanors are committed 
more in the spirit of fun than as acts of real misconduct. He 
is just an active boy full of fun, egotism, and his own import- 
ance and yet with all of his ambition he is unable to grasp 
and hold the fundamentals of the “Three R’s.” 

In the manual classes, Band, and Physical Education, he is 
commended for his excellent application and accomplishment 
and by all of his teachers he is rated as a leader; sometimes he 
is rated as a good one and sometimes not so, but he is a leader. 


Concerning his progress in academic subjects, he is a great 
disappointment and I seem powerless either to change his dis- 
position or to instil into his mind ideals which would help him 
to solve his problem. 

Job R—, born April 21, 1914, was admitted to The Train- 
ing School June 28, 1927. By the Binet Measuring Scale he has 
a mental age of eleven years. 

There is not a great deal to write about Job because he is 
so quiet one can hardly get acquainted with him to find out the 
hidden secrets of his peculiar moods. While he is a likeable 
boy, temperamentally he is inclined to do things not quite right; 
sly, I believe, is the term which explains him. Job has been 
coming to my class for three years and I am greatly puzzled 
concerning his attitude toward academic work. While he is 
cooperative and never refuses to do whatever is requested of 
him, his interest fails long before he has completed a task. He 
never asks for assistance and neither does he ask for some- 
thing different to do, something which might make a stronger 
appeal to him. He simply accepts what is given to him; but by 
his every act he shows his lack of interest in the lesson. 

His reading ability ranks him at first grade levels. His 
spelling ability, familiar three letter words, is about the same 
as his reading ability and he is able to copy writing. Consid- 
ering the fact that he has a high mental level it is both surpris- 
ing and disappointing to find his academic level so far below 
his average mental age. 

In his other classes he manifests the same disposition but 
his efforts and accomplishments are far in advance of what 
they are in my room and if you were to see him about the 
grounds or when taking part in entertainments or if you were 
to converse with him you would surely expect him to rank high 


28 





The Training School Bulletin 


in his school work and particularly so in his academic accomp- 
lishments. His actions with strangers make him seem nearly 
normal. However, Job is in reality what the world calls a good 
“pluffer” and as he is nearly seventeen years old, much as I 
regret the fact, I fear that his reading ability is never to be 
raised above its present low level. 


Wiley B—, born December 4, 1919, was admitted to The 
Training School October 9, 1929. By the Binet Measuring Scale 
he has a mental age of 8.3 years. 

Wiley is a very attractive brown-eyed, rosy-cheeked little 
boy, full of life and giving every promise of being not only an 
apt pupil in the handwork classes but in academic subjects as 
well. We accompany him to the Woodwork, Basketry, Loom, 
Industrial Arts, and Physical Education classes and are greatly 
pleased with his accomplishments. Then we go with him to 
the English room and here the picture changes for he is no 
longer eager to show you his work, but instead keeps in the 
background; the reason is very evident for we soon learn that 
his ability to read for us is at a doubtful primer grade, I say 
doubtful, because he is dependent upon memory for even the 
little reading ability which I like to think he possesses. He 
lacks concentration, consequently it is not until he has heard 
a story read several times that he has any conception of its 
content. He prints nicely, writes a really beautiful hand, and 
copies writing accurately. To me there is pathos in having 
acquired a talent which, without ability to use it intelligently; 
is of less value to him than would be a crooked scrawl which 
he could interpret in terms of usefulness. 

As Wiley is still young in life age his future outlook is a 
more hopeful one and it is my earnest ambition to change his 
classification from my sorrowful to my joyful group. 


Hector H—, born June 11, 1918, was admitted to The Train- 
ing School August 15, 1928. By the Binet Measuring Scale he 
has a mental test age of 8.6 years. 

Hector is the little “David” of his class if his “Goliath” is 
always someone or something of his own choosing. In his var- 
ious undertakings he has never entertained the slightest doubt 
that he was not “coming out on top.” A very interesting fact 
about the estimation of himself is that in nearly every instance 
he has been a successful performer. In the Manual classes, 
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Physical Education, Band, and in entertainments he is a leader 
but he meets his “Waterloo’ when he enters the English room 
for here we find him not a hero nor even a good actor. He is 
just a meek little boy, one of twelve, and he knows that when 
the call comes for him to read, any one of the eleven boys, fig- 
uratively speaking, can “lick him.” 

Like Wiley, his penmanship is excellent for a boy of his age, 
but as he is only able to copy writing and not able to read what 
he has written it is a rather useless acquisition except when 
used as a pastime and a boy having his many other resources 
seldom needs to resort to such means for his amusement. 

Hector is truly one of my problems but after two years I 
am at a loss to understand why a little boy with his many other 
abilities, with his pleasing personality and host of friends en- 
couraging him would not be able to master his egotism. Hector 
simply will not be taught at his “Three R” functioning level, 
and until of his own volition he is willing to do so, I fear that 
he is to remain in my “Sorrowful Group.” However, I have not 
lost hope that some day he is going to earn the right and privi- 
lege of promotion into my “Joyful Group” and “Faith is the 
Victory which maketh all things possible.” 


An Afternoon In Spring 
Clarrette Sehon 
The Committee on Research and Provision 


Three o’clock: 

Good afternoon—is Mrs. Townsend in?—Thank you—yes— 
I’ll wait - - and will you please take my card to her? --- 

Mrs. Townsend? Good afternoon -- its good of you to see 
me ------ You have an appointment at 4:30?--Then I shall 
leave you in good time -- I am Miss Dudley from The Training 
School at Vineland - Mrs. Townsend - - -- ---- Yes ---I’ve been 
wanting to come and tell you about some of the interesting 
things that are happening at the School ------ Yes - - that’s 
right - just outside of the town limits on the way to Atlantic 
City ------- Yes - on the South side of the road - -- - - Oh no - - 
the one on the North side is the State Institution ----------- 
Yes - - both are for mental deficients - but The Training School 
is a private school - - - - - - Oh dear no - - we aren’t the boy’s 
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part of the State institution across the road - - ours is an entire- 
ly separate organization - supported by the tuition fees of our 
pupils and gifts from friends - - - - - - - Well - you aren’t alone in 
that - Mrs. Townsend ---a great many folks think exactly the 
same -- You see the State does send some of its special cases 
to The Training School - but it pays for them just as the parents 
of private pupils pay for each of them ------------ No - the 
School -isn’t endowed - ------- Yes-it certainly should! -- - 
Prof. Johnstone has to do very skillful figuring - I’ll tell you - - 
and even then he can’t do all the things he wants to do -- ----- 

Oh - that part is all right --the tuition fees take care of 
the maintenance and training of the children - but its the build- 
ing of much needed new buildings - and the cost of our Research 
work that are making Prof. Johnstone’s hair whiter than ever 
eee e een e eee Ah - yes indeed - most of the buildings we have 
are gifts from friends - and such fascinating stories as some of 
them have in back of them -- truly - Mrs. Townsend - they are 
more like fiction than true stories -- ----------- 


Tea? -oh-I should love it! --I learned to look forward to 
four o’clock years ago in Europe - and I’m delighted now when 
I find kindred spirits who enjoy it too - - Certainly - Mrs. Town- 
send- while you’re gone I'll just mark some articles in this 
last number of our Bulletin for you to read when you have 


Why Mrs. Townsend - you weren’t a minute --- What an 
adorable tea-set! - Your great-grandmother’s? - - How lovely! - - 

No - being with the children isn’t depressing at all - one be- 
comes so attached to them - and is happy when they learn to do 
bigger and better things -even if its just buttoning a button 
on a coat - - - Lemon - please - and one lump - yes - thank you -- 
What delicious looking little cakes! - Thank you so much ----- 

Speaking of accomplishments-I wish you could see our 
young Martin - - He is what we call a “birth-injury” case - and 
the poor little fellow has spent his entire life of sixteen years 
in a wheel-chair - - -------- No - nor talk - why - he even has to 
be supported by straps to hold him in his chair - because his 
muscles have been useless because of injury - all his life - - - - - - 

Well - about a year or so ago - some fine doctor had an idea 
that something could be done for such children as Martin - - - 
no - not before that --- they had just been considered hopeless 
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- - It was just an idea - but Prof. Johnstone heard about it - and 
decided he would do some research work along this line - so for 
the past several months - - yes - right away after he heard about 
it -- the folks in our Research Laboratory have been having a 
wonderful time working at this problem - ------------- 

Oh - just half a cup - There - that’s fine - no sugar this time 
- thank you - ------- May I? - One of these little chocolate ones! 





Yes - of course - he is our best patient - and after just this 
short time - you should see how much he has improved -- - - - - 
Its been slow - naturally - for its all so new- and the psycholo- 
gists have had to ferret out their own paths of procedure - - - - - - 
and invent and build their own apparatus too-as they have 
gone along - -------- 


Oh no - certainly not - - - I love to have you ask questions - - 
No-no more tea-thank you--It was so refreshing -and it 
has been a privilege to use these beautiful tea things of your 
great-grandmother’s - - -------- 


Well - you see - our psychologists believe that if Martin can 
be toned up physically - so as to be able to be tested as our other 
children are - he probably will prove himself to be more nearly 
normal mentally than anyone has believed him to be ------- 
Yes - wouldn’t that be wonderful! ---- Just think of being able 
to give that hope to parents who have such children -- - - -- -- 

Oh yes-the research work has been going on for a long 
time - but the progress is limited because of the expense - - no - 
not at all - - Support of the Laboratory comes from friends - - - - 

Oh dear me-Mrs. Townsend - just look at the time - one 
minute of four - and I mustn’t stay here chatting on for another 
second - - there is ever and ever so much more to tell you - but I 
must go----Yes-they are my gloves-thank you--Oh-are 
you? That’s fine! -- Well-couldn’t you plan to come to visit 
the School sometime? -- We’d be so happy to have you ------ 
Spring will pretty soon be here - and our grounds are gorgeous 
when the peach and apple blossoms come bursting out - - Why 
not come then? - - - - You will? - Splendid! - We’ll be looking for- 
ward to seeing you with pleasure - - Thank you for such an en- 
joyable tea party and visit - - Good-bye - Mrs. Townsend - - -- - - 

Oh - Mrs. Townsend -can you tell me if Mrs. Weatherby 
lives in that yellow house down the street or the red brick one? 
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The yellow - Thank you ----Oh-she does? - - Well -I wouldn’t 
disturb an old lady’s afternoon nap for anything - - - I’ll wait ’til 
later and call on Mr. Howard - the attorney ---I want to ask 
him to help us in obtaining bequests - --- Really? - Just last 
week ? - - Well - he and my father ought to have lots in common 
if he likes to hunt down there as well as Dad does---------- 


Good-bye again - Mrs. Townsend - and we’ll be expecting to 
have the pleasure of a visit from you soon - - Good-bye - - - - - - - 
Four-thirty: 

How do you do?- Are you Mr. Howard’s secretary? - - - - - 
This is Miss Dudley from The Training School at Vineland -- - 
May I see Mr. Howard for a few moments - please - - - - - - - - 


Oh - really? - Well of course he is busy if he’s just returned 
from Florida - - - but I’ll only stay a few moments - - He will see 
me at once? -- Thank you - that’s fine------------ 


Good afternoon - Mr. Howard -- This is Miss Dudley-from - 
The Training School at Vineland - - - Oh - you do - - - how splen- 
did! - - I can’t tell you how glad I am to find someone who knows 
the School - - - - For twenty years? - Just think of that! --- You 
don’t say so! ----- Why yes - that’s right --I’m sure I’ve seen 
your father’s name as Trustee - in one of the old Training School 
Bulletins - Well - isn’t that interesting - - --I certainly shall -Tll 
look that up just as soon as I get back to the School -- -- - He 
did? ------ Why ------- ? 


----- Certainly - Mr. Howard ----------------------- 
Why not at all - Telephones have a most insistent way of getting 
themselves answered - haven’t they? - - That’s a magnificent pair 
of antlers there - Mr. Howard - -I noticed them while you were 
talking - - - - - You did? - Really? ------- Yes -I remember -- - 
that was the year of the big freeze down there - wasn’t it -- -- 
Well - you certainly have reason to be proud of bagging such a 
big fellow as he must have been--How----? Certainly Mr. 
Howard - -------- Why not at all - - - Yes I know - but we’d be 
lost in this day and age without them - wouldn’t we? -- -- 

Mr. Howard - do you ever have clients ask your advice as 
to what to do with their worldly goods when the time comes 
for them to pass on?-- You do? -------- Oh - you have? ---- 
How perfectly splendid of you! - - That’s just exactly what I was 
going to ask you to do for the School - - and here I find you’ve 
been doing it for years ----- Three bequests for The Training 
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School that you can think of in wills right off the bat! - - I think 
that’s wonderful! - Our endowment fund would soon grow if all 
the lawyers and Trust Officers of New Jersey would do what 
you are doing for us - wouldn’t it? - - - - - - Certainly Mr. Howard 
weer ene---- Why not at all - that’s perfectly all right - ---Oh 
no - Mr. Howard - don’t keep them waiting - business is business 
- and I understand - but keep up the good work for The Training 
School - We certainly appreciate it - and every legacy helps - - - - 

Good afternoon - Mr. Howard - Annual Day is coming along 
--- Yes-the 12th of June-don’t forget -lots of your friends 


will be there - - Good-b - - - - - Certainly Mr. Howard --------- 
Five-fifteen: 

Mrs. Weatherby?-Good afternoon- This is Miss Dudley 
from The Training School - -- - - Dudley - DUDLEY -- - Yes - - - 


That’s right - - -- Thank you so much - I’d like to come in - -- - - 
Thank you- THIS ONE IS VERY COMFORTABLE ---- ---- 

No- Mrs. Weatherby -a SCHOOL - NOT POOL - THE TRAIN- 
ING SCHOOL AT VINELAND ---- Yes - that’s right - - - - For 
mentally deficient children - - - - - - - - - DEFICIENT - you know - 
RETARDED - - FEEBLE-MINDED CHILDREN -------- Yes - 
That’s right - The School at Vineland for Feeble-minded children 
wo ceceeee--- Little Jimmie Rogers? - - Yes indeed - - - Why of 
course I know him - - Yes - the very same School - and he is still 
with us -------- He did? - Right next door to you here? - Well 
-I declare! - - - I don’t blame you for liking him - Mrs. Weatherby 
- He is such a cute little fellow - -- - - - Oh no indeed - he doesn’t 
BELLOW - not Jimmie - I say - he is such a CUTE LITTLE FEL- 
LOW! -------- Three years since they moved away? - They 
must have sent Jimmie to the School just about then ------- 

He did? - - - You did? - Let him work for you to keep him from 
getting into trouble on the streets?-Oh Mrs. Weatherby - 
WHAT AN UNDERSTANDING HEART YOU HAVE! ------- 
we eeeeeee And to think ------ You were the one to convince 
his mother he would be better off and happier in an institution! 
weer eee--- Oh - he is getting along fine now -- ---I’m afraid 
he never will improve very much - but he is busy and happy - - - 
----QOh no-never DIZZY --He is BUSY and HAPPY - ALL 


DAY ---------- His cottage has been fixed over -------- No 
- THE HOUSE HE LIVES IN HAS BEEN REMODELED ----- 


eeeeeee That’s right - - - - - - Bless your heart - Mrs. Weatherby 
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- We had to REMODEL because WE DIDN’T HAVE ENOUGH 
MONEY TO BUILD A NEW ONE That’s right! 
Oh -a SMALL NEW ONE - properly fire-proofed 
for safety - costs between Twenty and Forty Thousand Dollars 
----No-BETWEEN TWENTY AND FORTY THOUSAND 
DOLLARS - depending upon how many children are to occupy it 
Dear me - yes - We are ALWAYS in need of new build- 
Oh - Mrs. Weatherby! You always want- 
ed to do something like that? --- You have? 
WOULD BE PERFECTLY WONDERFUL! -- Mrs. Weatherby! 
---- You would like to talk it over? Really? - - - Well - 
suppose I bring Prof. Johnstone tomorrow - Then you can ask 
all the questions you want TOMORROW? - - Would that 
be convenient? All right - that will be fine! - At four? 
No - FOUR O’CLOCK GOOD! We'll be here 
Yes- Mrs. Weatherby-I am driving my car 
What? - Take a cake to Jimmie? - Indeed I will - with pleasure 
- You’re a dear to think of it - and he will love having it! 
I say - HE WILL LOVE HAVING IT! ---Oh what a beautiful 
one -all chocolate! ----No-TI’ll drive very carefully - --No- 
Mrs. Weatherby - don’t come out - I'll be very careful - - - - Good- 
bye---I will bring Prof. Johnstone over tomorrow ---I say 
WE WILL COME TOMORROW TO TALK ABOUT THE COT- 
TAGE ----Yes-that is right-at FOUR--OH-ITS SPLEN- 
DID! - - Good-bye - Mrs. Weatherby 
That evening - at Seven: 


Hello - - - Hello -- - Yes- This is Miss Dudley - - Yes - Hello 
---Long distance? - All right - Operator - this is she 
Hello - Hello - Yes? - - - - Oh - Mrs. Townsend - Why - how do you 
do?--- Yes-Just a little while ago Oh - you did? - and 
Mr. Townsend would like to visit the School? 
course he could see Martin - Yes - that could easily be arranged 
Next Tuesday? --Oh- Mrs. Townsend - Prof. Johnstone 
will be away on Tuesday - and I wish you could come when he is 
Wednesday’? - Yes - that will be fine - - - - All right - 
I'll make a note of it for him Yes - We shall be so glad 
to have both of you Yes - All right Mrs. Townsend - - - - 
Next Wednesday afternoon - - That’s splendid! - - Good-bye - - - - 
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The Parable of the Two Ways 


Carl was small of body and of mind, but great was his de- 
sire for things good to eat. And it came to pass that one day 
he beheld an apple suspended by a string from the ceiling. And 
below the apple were two boxes, the one large and the other 
small, but each the same on all its sides. And the two boxes 
combined were sufficient to allow Carl to reach the apple as he 
stood upon them. 

Day after day did Carl thus find the apple and secure it 
unto himself. But there came a day when these two boxes were 
gone and in their stead were boxes but half as high as they 
were wide. Now these boxes could also be put together and 
be sufficient unto Carl for reaching the apple. But alas, it ap- 
peared that one box standing on end should be sufficient, and 
again and again did Carl abandon his old way for the new way 
which was not successful. And even when attempting to use 
the new boxes in the old way he fumbled and was uncertain 
how to place the boxes. 

And lo, whenever he found the boxes which could be used 
two ways he took two, yea even three times as long to get the 
apple he desired. 

And I considered that when there was but one way Carl 
easily obtained the fruit. But behold, when there were two 
ways he was confused even in the way he knew well. And it 
seemeth to me that Carl could do many things if all but one 
way were removed from his sight. And there are many like 
unto him, finding life difficult because the ways are many. 


CECELIA G. ALDRICH 































Announcements of the twenty-second session of Summer 
School for instruction in teaching backward or mentally deficient 
children—July 13th to August 21st, 1931—are now being distri- 
buted by the Extension Department, The Training School at Vine- 
land New Jersey. 
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Annual Report 





BULLETIN 


The twenty-eighth volume of The Training School Bulletin 
began with the March issue. The Bulletin, with its new cover 
and somewhat changed form, has had many favorable comments 
during the past year. Devoting one number (September) to 
annual reports, followed each succeeding month by departmental 
reports, has seemed more satisfactory than the former method 
of keeping the record of activities up-to-date and in print. 

We have had 5200 reprints made from different articles for 
the Research Department, and 2700 of other articles. 

The Christmas number was dedicated to the memory of 
Senator and Mrs. Baker. Senator Baker was for many years 
President of the Board of Trustees. 

During the past year the following Bulletins have been 
sponsored by those who have for a number of years given gen- 
erous aid to the Bulletin’s support: May is known as the “Har- 
ry P. Sayford Number’, June, the “Walter McDougall Number,” 
October, the “Howard I. Branson Number.” 

We have added to our Bulletin list, within the past year, 
subscriptions from Australia (2), Canada (5), China (4), Eng- 
land (1), India (2), Italy (2), Japan (1), Nova Scotia (1), 
Russia (2), South America (1), Tasmania (1). 

Our average issue for each month is now about 1120. 



























GUESTS 


I believe that we have had a greater number of guests this 
year than any previous year, although we have not had as many 
large groups, perhaps. Many people interested in placing chil- 
dren have come from long distances; Utah, Texas, Florida, West 
Virginia, California, and Massachusetts. Others, who have had 
different interests, have come from India, New Zealand, Scot- 
land, England, and Canada, while many others have come from 
nearer home. 

I believe it is hardly possible for us to estimate the inspira- 
tional value of these guests upon the entire institution because 
they are people who are constantly engaged in similar work or 
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those from other countries where the work is being developed 
along different lines. Among these guests have been those in. 
terested in state wide programs, building programs, education- 
al and social programs, research councils and foundations. 
Hutchinson cottage (with Miss Annie) is filling the hearts 
of parents who have children of the type being cared for there. 
Cottages planned and adapted to the needs of special children 


are great assets in carrying out our best work with individual 
children. 


SUMMER SCHOOL 


After one year of vacation the work of getting out the an- 
nouncement of Summer School came early in the year. The 
appearance is quite changed from the announcements of other 
years, but we feel it is attractive. We are indebted to the 
Smith Printing House for several suggestions and very satisfac- 
tory printing. 

The letters of inquiry relative to Summer School have been 
numerous and require a great deal of correspondence. 

We already have 28 teachers registered. They represent 
the following states: Idaho, Kansas, Louisiana, Massachusetts, 
Michigan, Missouri, Mississippi, New Jersey, North Carolina, 
Pennsylvania, Texas and Virginia. 

We have sent out over 1,000 announcements, so far. These 
are filling a big place in general publicity as well as advertising 
Summer School. 


GENERAL EXTENSION 


In addition to issuing the Bulletin each month, we have 
sent out reprints to 1737 addresses on the Research Department 
files, and about an equal number on general Extension lists, and 
1,000 Summer School announcements. There continues to be a 
great deal of correspondence asking for information, materials, 
tests, etc., which is covered by the Extension Department. 

We have just completed the collection and filing of all of 
our photograph cuts. They have been very much scattered, 
but now we have a very good and usable file for these. 

We continue to sell tests and materials each month amount- 
ing to about $100. 
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The Committee on Research and Provision 


Clarrette Sehon, Executive Secretary 
Annual Report 


The old saying that “Every cloud has its silver lining,” is 
as true today as it was years ago when it was first spoken. 
The dark cloud in our case has been the economic depression and 
the serious financial crisis through which our country has been 
struggling for the past year, but the silver lining has been the 
greater opportunity afforded for bringing public attention more 
generally to the work and needs of the School. 

Publicity has been broadly defined as “the act of making in- 
formation public,” and The Training School, with its wealth of 
information to lay before those who might be interested, has 
made valuable use of these past months. This information has 
included not only the progress of the scientists studying the 
problems of mental deficiency in our laboratory and the meth- 
ods of the care and training of individual retarded children, 
but the fact that the School is now making a definite appeal to 
its friends and others for financial aid. 

This appeal carries with it the need of support for the 
Research Department. The Department has long been carried 
ly crippled by lack of funds. A yearly budget for research is 
now sought beyond the confines of the School. In addition to 
this amount is the need of another fund, the interest of which 
will be sufficiently large to support this work in the future. 
Also, there is the need of new buildings to replace those which 
have now served their days of best usefulness. 

In order that this information be disseminated, many ways 
and means have been used. Invitations to speak before men’s 
Service Clubs and Women’s Clubs have been accepted and the 
story told; letters containing descriptive pamphlets have been 
sent to thousands of friends, and newspaper articles used when- 
ever possible. 

By far the most comprehensive newspaper publicity was 
the article in The Trenton Times, which was published last June. 
This has been used and widely circulated among many groups 
since. The international Medical Woman’s Journal also car- 
ried a long illustrated description of the School and its work. 
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Hundreds of Trust Officers and Lawyers throughout the 
State have been added to our mailing lists, and to these we are 
sending bequest forms and other literature, asking them to 
mention the needs of the School when clients ask advice as to 
the final disposition of their estates. This field has been espec. 
ially cultivated and personal visits made to many of those inter- 
ested in this line of work; not only to Lawyers and Trust Off- 
cers, but to friends of the School who might be glad to consider 
leaving legacies to the School in their own wills. 

Some preliminary work has been done toward finding meth- 
ods of approach to foundations, and in one or two cases are 
being followed up very carefully. 

‘Another interesting form of publicity was made possible 
through the invitation of the owners of the Peasant Shop in 
Philadelphia, to have in their place of business an exhibit of 
handwork of The Training School children. A beautiful exhibit 
was collected from the School Department. Special Training 
School tags in the School colors were attached to the individual 
articles. Through the week of March 2nd, the exhibit attracted 
attention, and many people came to see it. 

This exhibit was the fore-runner of another one at Absecon, 
on the 20th of March, where the articles were displayed at the 
Second District meeting of the New Jersey Federation of Wo- 
men’s Clubs. Two more such exhibits are scheduled, in Newark 
and Atlantic City, and there are expectations of others to follow. 

The newest method of making our information public has 
been through talks given in several of the High Schools, to the 
Senior group of students. Those that have been given have 
proven sufficiently worth-while to warrant carrying the project 
into practically all of the schools of the State, and this is one 
of the outstanding pieces of work for the coming year. 

Some splendid gifts have come and several bequests have 
been promised as the results of these different lines of activity, 
but it is difficult at the present time, to judge their total value 
in dollars and cents. The accumulating wealth of interest, good- 
will and friendship cannot be calculated in a material way,— 
but because of—and through it, the foundation is being more 
firmly laid for the ultimate fulfillment of our hopes. 





